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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant has amended claims 1, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12 and 14. 
Clams 2-4 and 15 have been cancelled. 
Claims 1 and 5-14 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 

\, Applicant's arguments, see Remarks filed on 9/26/2005, with respect to the rejection of 
claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground of rejection is 
made in view of Beasley et al (USPN 4,827,423). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Athavale et al (USPN 6,539,386) in view of Beasley et al (USPN 4,827,423). 

a. Per claim 1, Athavale et al teach the a method executed in an apparatus to which 
at least one terminal is capable of accessing via a network, comprising the steps of: 
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• forming an electronic bulletin board for disclosing product information relevant to 
a product to be readable via said network from a terminal that is operated by a 
salesperson v^ho sells said product (Abstract, Figures 3 and 5, col. 3 lines 8-24, 
col. 3 line 55-col.4 line 21 and col. 8 line 56-col.9 line 15; customer's order entry 
application and feedback object achieve functionality of bulletin board, where 
product information from the provider is displayed to the customer for review); 

• receiving a request to register or change said product information, which is sent 
from a terminal that is operated by a person who wishes to disclose information 
on said electronic bulletin board via said network (Abstract, Figure 4, col. 3 lines 
25-54, col.4 lines 29-63, col.5 line 19-col.6 line 20, col.8 Hne 56-col.9 line 15, 
col. 13 lines 7-17 and col. 15 lines 16-32; the change order engine of the network 
commerce server receives the change order request from the customer via the 
network); 

• preregistering introduction information for introducing said person who wishes to 
disclose information in a preset recording area, and disclosing said introduction 
information on said electronic bulletin board with product information, which is 
pursuant to the request, on the precondition that approval is obtained from said 
information manager (col.8 lines 23-56, col.lO lines 33-41 and col. 11 line 49- 
col.12 line 32). 

Athavale et al teach changes made to an online product order, subject to 
monitoring and validation by an evaluator — wherein the order is placed on hold until approval is 
received and the client receives a message indicating the status of the validation (col. 7 lines 1- 
11, col.8 lines 12-64, col,12 lines 4-32, col.l2 line 44-col.l3 line 7-17, col.l3 line 48-col.l4 Hnes 
45, col. 15 line 58-col.l6 line 20). Yet Athavale et al fail to explicitly teach limiting the 
disclosing of product information, which is pursuant to the request, until approval of the received 
request is obtained from an information manager, wherein said limiting includes, replacing an 
entirety or a part of said requested product information with other information to be disclosed on 
said electronic bulletin board until approval of the received request is obtained from the 
information manager. However, Beasley et al teach subsequent to changes in the product or order 
information, replacing product or order status information with indicators such as, "pending" or 
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"unapproved" until approval has been ascertained from the appropriate authorized personnel 
(col. 22 lines 35-66, col.23 line l-col.24 line 44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Athavale et al and Beasley et al for the purpose 
of enabling validation and authorization of the changes made to the displayed product 
information, wherein substitute or other product information is displayed until approval is 
granted from a manager or sales representative. This technique is well-known in the art, wherein 
the order status of the product information is updated with different indicators to reflect the 
current status of the order ("Pending" or "On Hold") or of the product information 
("Unavailable" or "Back-Ordered") until approval has been granted. 

b. Clams 10, 11, 12 and 14 contain limitations that are substantially equivalent to 
claim 1 and are therefore rejected under the same basis. 

c. Per claim 5, Athavale et al teach the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
request receiving step comprises a substep of informing said person who wishes to disclose 
information of identifying information for identifying said person, and receiving only the request 
with said identifying information (col. 7 hnes 1-14 and col.l 1 lines 21-62). 

d. Per claim 6, Athavale et al teach the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of presenting an input screen page for urging registration or change product 
information to the terminal that is operated by the person who requests the disclosing of 
information on said electronic bulletin board, wherein an environment in which said person who 
wishes to disclose information is capable of making said request through said input screen page 
is constructed (Abstract, Figures 2, 4 and 5, col.2 lines 57-67 and col. 9 lines 32-65). 
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e. Per claim 7, Athavale et al teach the method according to claim 6, wherein said 
product information is classified into a plurality of groups, and said presenting step comprises a 
substep of presenting classification items for specifying the information groups on said input 
screen page, wherein it possible for said person who wishes to disclose information to select a 
desired information group through the classification items on the input screen page and to make 
said request (col. 12 lines 54-62 and coll 5 line 2-coM6 line 20). 

f Per claim 8, Athavale et al teach the method according to claim 7, wherein said 
information manager is fixed for each classification item, said request receiving step comprises a 
substep of, when said request of an arbitrary classification item is made, recognizing the request 
by the information manager corresponding to the classification item, and said limiting step 
comprises a substep of receiving approval or disapproval that said corresponding information 
manager issues after checking said request (Figure 5, col. 1 1 lines 49-65 and col. 12 line 44-coI. 13 
line 17). 

g. Per claim 9, Beasley et al teach the method according to claim 1, said limiting 
step comprises a substep of receiving approval or disapproval that said corresponding 
information manager issues after checking said request, and sending the received approval or 
disapproval via said network to said terminal that is operated by a person who wishes to disclose 
information on said electronic bulletin board (col.22 lines 35-66, col. 23 line 1 -col. 24 line 44). 

h. Per claim 13, Athavale et al teach the system according to claim 12, wherein said 
electronic bulletin board includes an area for providing product information relevant to a product 
to a salesperson who wishes to sell said product, and said receiving means receives said request 
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to register or change object information relevant to said product (col.8 line 61-col.9 line 15, 
col. 11 lines 22-47 and col. 12 lines 4-13). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Sendo et al (USPN 6,970,852), Hare et al (USPN 6,850,900), Wood et al (USPN 
6,944,761), Ginter et al (USPN 6,658,568), Leschner (USPN 6,519,588). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kristie Shingles whose telephone number is 571-272-3888. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571-272-3880. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kristie Shingles 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 
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